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Jan. 14, 1765. — "Mr. Foxcroft is not come from Virginia yet." 

May 29, 1765. — "Mr. Foxcroft being momentarily expected at 
Phila'da." 

June 14, 1765. — "Mr. Foxcroft is now here . . . just come and 
busy putting bis House in order." 

Can any one add the date of his death and where buried? 

Chaeles Heney Hart. 

Portrait of Gustavus Conyngham, by Bembrandt Peale.— 
Gustavus Conyngham, captain in the navy of the United States, 1777, 
a character no less interesting than Paul Jones and not a whit less im- 
portant measured by his service to the Colonies, but far less well known, 
has recently been made the subject of an historical monograph by 
Charles Henry Jones, published by the Sons of the Eevolution, and of 
a valuable article by James Barnes, in the Outlook, entitled "The 
Story of the Lost Commission." Both are illustrated by reproductions 
of contemporary caricatures of Conyngham, and it may not be known 
that his portrait was painted by Bembrandt Peale. This note is in- 
serted as a search-warrant for that portrait. Who has it and where 
is it? 

Charles Henry Hart. 

Dewees — Koster — Boehm. — Cornelius Dewees, who married Mar- 
garet Koster, had children baptized at Skippack, Philadelphia (Mont- 
gomery) County, Pa., in 1710-11, and Cornelius Dewees Cooper, of 
Whitemarsh Township, Philadelphia (now Montgomery) County, Pa., 
married Maria Philippina Boehm, daughter of the Eev. John Philip 
Boehm. In 1745 they owned land on the Skippack, and in 1751 
resided in Gloucester County, New Jersey. What relationship, if any, 
existed between the above-named Dewees ? Who were the children of 
each? Any information concerning these and their antecedents and 
descendants, and concerning the family of Koster will be appreciated by 

Ethan Allen Weaver. 
Lock Box 713, Philadelphia. 

Caleb Lownes. — Can any of your readers inform me whether 
C. Lownes, who engraved "A New Plan of Boston Harbor," etc., 
which appears in the Pennsylvania Magazine for June, 1775, is the same 
person as Caleb Lownes, the author of " Account of the Gaol and Peni- 
tentiary House of Philadelphia, and of the Interior Management thereof. 
Philadelphia, 1793," and "An account of the Alteration and Present 
State of the Penal Laws of Pennsylvania. Boston, 1799" ? 

Charles Henry Hart. 



JBooft IRotices. 

Minutes and Letters or the Ccetus of the German Beformeli 
Congregations in Pennsylvania 1747-1792, together 
with Three Preliminary Bepoets of Eev. John Philip 
Boehm, 1734-1744. Edited by Eev. J. I. Good, D.D., and Eev. 
W. J. Hinke. Philadelphia, 1903. 8vo, pp. 463. 
The documents published in this volume have been collected in 

Holland and America, and are all that remain of the official papers of 
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the Ccetus of the German Reformed congregations in Pennsylvania 
between 1747 and 1792. They give us important data relating to the 
activity of its ministers, and throw considerable light upon the religious, 
social, and political life of the members of the church. As a contribu- 
tion to the religious history of the State they are valuable and in- 
structive. The first German Reformed congregation organized in the 
Province was at Goshenhoppen, by the Rev. Henry Goetschy, who also 
itinerated through the district of country now comprised in the counties 
of Montgomery, Chester, Berks, Lehigh, and Lebanon. Well-known 
ministers were Revs. George Michael Weiss, John Bartholomew Rueger, 
and John Peter Miller, who had been students at Heidelberg ; but the 
latter, after a service of about five years at Tulpehocken, united with 
the Seventh-Day Baptists at Ephrata. The Rev. John Philip Boehm 
was evidently the first to introduce " gemeinschaftliche Kirche" (a 
church held jointly by two denominations), which are still to be met 
with in rural districts. A number of his reports, 1734-1744, contain 
many facts which will prove of general interest. The collection of 
these documents has been attended by considerable labor and expense, 
and we are indebted to the zeal and liberality of Rev. J. I. Good, 
D.D., assisted by Rev. Professor W. J. Hinke, for their being made 
accessible to the public. 

The Philadelphia National Bank. A Century's Record, 1803- 
1903. By A Stockholder. 8vo, pp. 220. 
The Philadelphia Bank originated at a meeting held in the office 
of that distinguished merchant and citizen, John Welsh, in August, 
1803, and on September 9 its doors were opened for the transaction of 
business, on the south side of Chestnut Street, between Third Street 
and Hudson's Alley. From here it removed to the Gothic building 
on Fourth Street, below Chestnut, next to the southwest corner of 
Fourth and Chestnut Streets, and since 1859 it has continued business 
in the present banking-house on Chestnut Street, opposite the United 
States Custom-House. For a century, therefore, the bank has been 
located in the vicinity of Fourth and Chestnut Streets, and during that 
long period it has had but seven presidents. The history of the bank 
(its growth and connections with the great events that have made up 
the financial history of the nation, State, and city) has been traced 
with care, and it begins its second century with the best wishes of its 
friends and patrons and the confidence of the entire community. As 
a contribution to our local history it is also most acceptable. The book 
is liberally illustrated, well printed, and attractively bound. 

Robert Morris, Patriot and Financier. By Ellis Paxson Ober- 
holtzer, Ph.D. The Macmillan Company, New York, 1903. 
Large 12mo. $3,00, net. Illustrated. 
This is a biography of one of the great men of the Revolution and the 
early days of the United States, and is of more than ordinary interest 
and importance. It is, for the most part, founded on the new material 
derived from the Morris manuscripts recently acquired by the Library 
of Congress, comprising, among others, his diary covering his entire term 
as Superintendent of Finance, and private and official letter-books 
down to 1798. Dr. Oberholtzer has also devoted much time to col- 
lecting information from other sources, and his biography of the man, 
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whose splendid services to his country through its financial straits are a 
matter of history, will arouse fresh interest. Robert Morris has here- 
tofore been allowed to suffer undeserved neglect by historians and biog- 
raphers. 

Publications of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania. 
Vol. II. No. 3. 1903. 8vo, pp. 200. 
This volume is made up of the Register of St. Mary's Church, Bur- 
lington, New Jersey, 1703-1836; Inscriptions in Saint Paul's Church 
and Church-yard, Philadelphia, with a Plan of the Church-yard (the 
congregation was organized in June of 1760) ; Inscriptions in the 
Church-yard of the Church of the Epiphany, at the corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. The property was sold, and in the winter of 
1894-95 the bodies were removed. The eleventh annual report, with a 
list of the officers and a very full index of names, completes another 
valuable contribution to local history and genealogy through the medium 
of this Society. 

Paetial Genealogy of the Sellees and Wampole Families of 

Pennsylvania. By Edwin Jaquett Sellers. Philadelphia, 1903. 

8vo, pp. 139. Illustrated. Edition 150 copies. 

As the title indicates, we are given genealogies of the compiler's 

family, prepared with the same care and systematic arrangement which 

are found in his other works. The biographical matter relating to the 

late David Wampole Sellers, Esq. , is a worthy memorial to an eminent 

citizen and one of the leaders of the Philadelphia bar. The work is 

well printed and bound. 

Studies in the Histoey of the Fedeeal Convention of 1787, 
by Professor John Franklin Jameson, of the University of Chicago, re- 
printed from the Report of the American Historical Association for 
1902, has been received. The following is a list of the papers com- 
prising the series : Letters from the Federal Convention ; Letters not 
heretofore printed ; List of Letters in Print ; the Text of the Virginia 
Plan ; the Text of the Pinckney Plan ; the Text of the New Jersey 
Plan; the Text of Hamilton's Plan ; the Wilson Drafts for the Com- 
mittee of Detail ; Members who did not sign ; the Action of the States ; 
Journals and Debates of the State Conventions. The annotations are 
valuable to all interested in the subject, and have been prepared with 
the care and research for which the author enjoys so distinguished a 
reputation. 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. are issuing, in illustrated form, a large 
paper edition of John Fiske's "Dutch and Quaker Colonies," which 
will commend itself to book-lovers and collectors. The edition is 
limited. 

Wyoming Commemorative Association. — We have received the 
Report of the Proceedings of the Wyoming Commemorative Association 
on the occasion of the one hundred and twenty-lifth anniversary of the 
battle and massacre of Wyoming, held July 3, 1903. The commemora- 
tive address was made by William Elliot Griffis, D.D., L.H.D., of 
Ithaca, New York : ' ' The History and Mythology of Sullivan's Expedi- 
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tion." The expedition of General Sullivan into Central and Western 
New York to destroy the power of the Iroquois confederacy, in 1779, 
was authorized by Congress and planned by Washington. Its impor- 
tance and influence were recognized at the time, for it paralyzed the 
Indians and stopped flunk and rear attacks on Washington's army. 

A History of Wilkesbarhe, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, 
from its first beginnings to the present time, including chapters of newly 
discovered early Wyoming Valley history, together with many bio- 
graphical sketches and much genealogical data, by Oscar J. Harvey, 
A.M., has just come from the press. It is illustrated with maps, por- 
traits, original drawings, facsimiles, and contemporary views. 

The Life of Horace Binney, with Selections from his Let- 
ters. By Charles Chauncey Binney. Philadelphia, 1903. 8vo, 
pp. 460. Illustrated. 

The latest permanently valuable contribution to historical biography 
is that of the eminent lawyer, Horace Binney. He was born in Phila- 
delphia, January 4, 1780, his father, Dr. Barnabas Binney, being a 
distinguished surgeon in the hospital service during the Revolution. 
After graduating from Harvard in 1797, he read law with Jared Inger- 
soll, and was admitted to the bar in 1800, when little more than twenty 
years of age. In 1806 he was elected a member of the Legislature, but 
a year later resumed the active practice of his profession, and before 
1814 prepared six volumes of decisions of the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania. In 1832 he was elected a member of the twenty-third Con- 
gress on the anti-Jackson ticket, and declined a re-election. After 
spending a year of travel in Europe, in 1837 he returned home and 
thereafter refused all professional engagements in the courts, confining 
himself to office practice, giving opinions on land titles, on trusts, on 
commercial questions, and on other abstruse subjects in every depart- 
ment of the law. His letters show how strenuously he labored for the 
preservation of the Union, and although he never expected to live to 
see the end of the conflict, his confidence in the result never wavered. 
In early life he had acquired the art and habit of study and a love for it 
which never abated, and the activity of his mind remained undi- 
minished until his death in 1875. Mr. Binney's eminence as a lawyer 
and a churchman, the high place he held in the public esteem, and 
the remarkable influence he wielded, made him a recognized leader 
in his community. The following are some of the titles of his con- 
tributions to our legal and historical literature : 

Eulogium on William Tilghman, 1827 ; Speech at anti-Jackson 
Meeting at the State-House, October 20, 1832 ; Speech on Removal of 
Deposits, 1834; Speech on the Contested Election of Letcher and 
Moore, 1834; Eulogy on Life and Character of John Marshall, 1835; 
Opinion as to Trusts under Girard's Will, 1838 ; Review of the Opinion 
of the Court that the Act of March 21, 1772, entitled ''An Act for 
Prevention of Frauds and Perjuries," does not apply to Trust or Equita- 
ble Estates, 1848; Correspondence and Remarks in regard to Bishop 
Doane's Signature of Name of Horace Binney as Subscriber to New 
Church Edifice in Burlington, 1849 ; Fundamental By-Laws and Tables 
of Rates for Revisionary Annuities and Endowments by Corporations for 
Relief of Widows and Children of Clergymen of Protestant Episcopal 
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Church, 1851 ; Address at the Centennial Meeting of the Philadelphia 
Contributionship for Insurance of Houses from Loss by Fire, 1852; 
Eeply to Part of the Report of the New Jersey Diocesan Convention on 
the Case of Bishop Doane, 1852; The Case of Rt. Rev. Henry U. On- 
derdonk, D.D., stated and considered with Reference to his Continued 
Suspension, 1853 ; The Alienegense of W. S. under the Present Natural- 
ization Laws, 1853; Obituary of Horace Binney Wallace, 1853; Re- 
marks of Bar of Philadelphia on Deaths of Charles Chaunceyand John 
Sergeant, 1853; Opinion of Horace Binney upon the Jurisdiction of 
the Coroner, 1853; Reply to Bishop Meade's Second Pamphlet and to 
Bishop Hopkins's Letter on the Case of Bishop Onderdonk, 1854; A 
Review of Bishop Meade's Counter-Statement of the Case of Bishop 
Onderdonk, 1854 ; The Law of Suspension of the Clergy in the Primi- 
tive, 1855, and Supplement, 1855; Sketch of Bushrod Washington, 
1858; An Inquiry into the Formation of Washington's Farewell Ad- 
dress, 1859; Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus under the Con- 
stitution, 1862; Second Part, 1862; Third Part, 1865; The Leaders 
of the Old Bar of Philadelphia, 1866. 

The book is from the press of the J. B. Lippincott Company, and is 
beautifully printed. 

William Pepper, M.D., LL.D. (1843-1898), Eleventh Pkovost 
of the University of Pennsylvania. By Francis Newton 
Thorpe, Ph.D. Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1903. 
8vo, over 500 pages. Illustrated. $3.50, net. 

Dr. William Pepper, as one of the most widely known educators and 
able men of affairs in this country during the last twenty years, furnishes 
in his life and achievements a subject of more than usual biographical 
interest. His character and example were both distinctly stimulating, 
and this story of his life makes broad appeal to those instincts and am- 
bitions which are pre-eminently the possession of the best type of suc- 
cessful Americans. The biographer, Professor Francis Newton Thorpe, 
for many years a member of the faculty of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, enjoyed the confidence and friendship of Dr. Pepper. Knowing 
the relations which had long existed between the two men, Dr. Pepper's 
family placed his private papers in Professor Thorpe's hands ; the result 
is this fitting memorial to the distinguished physician, educator, and 
citizen whose life it records. 

Dr. Pepper died in California in July, 1898. His services and his 
reputation as a physician became world-wide before he was forty-five 
years of age. As provost of the University of Pennsylvania he trans- 
formed that venerable school into an institution of national reputation 
and influence. He entered the college as a freshman in 1858, and con- 
tinued in the University as student, professor in medicine, and provost 
just forty years. In education, in civic affairs, in archaeology, in the com- 
mercial museums, in University Extension, in the Free Public Library, 
he inaugurated and directed vast interests, the value of which to the 
public increases with the years. 

But, after all, it is the heroism, the personal character, which interests 
us most deeply. Few men have possessed the graces and charm of 
manner which distinguished Dr. Pepper. Deeply busied as he was 
with a multiplicity of interests, a vast private practice, the inaugura- 
tion and direction of many public works, nothing that he touched or 
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created or gave new life to can be so interesting as the man himself. 
His life reveals Dr. Pepper the man. It portrays him in his habits as 
he was in the city of his birth and of his work. 

A History of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 1741-1892. By Rt. 

Rev. J. Mortimer Levering. Bethlehem, 1903. Times Publishing 

Company. 
A sesquicentennial edition of the history of this old Moravian town 
has just been issued, containing 825 pages of letter-press, reproductions 
of letters and documents of Colonial and Revolutionary periods, and 
numerous half-tone illustrations of rare, quaint, and interesting views. 

A New Discovery of a Vast Coustry in America. By Father 
Louis Hennepin. With Introduction, Notes, and an Analytical 
Index by Reuben Gold Thwaites. 2 vols., 8vo. Chicago, A. C. 
McClurg & Company. Illustrations and Maps. $6.00, net. 
These volumes of Friar Hennepin, the Recollect missionary, describ- 
ing his travels in North America over two centuries ago, have always 
been the subject of controversy, largely through his claim of priority 
over La Salle in exploring the river Mississippi to its mouth, whereas it 
is now well established that our friar's trip was up that river, from the 
mouth of the Illinois to the Falls of St. Anthony. From his youth 
Hennepin was possessed of a passion for worldly adventure, and, not- 
withstanding his work is filled with exaggerations and self-glorifica- 
tions, yet he was enterprising and courageous, possessed powers of keen 
observation, and his geographical and ethnographical descriptions are 
so valuable a contribution to the sources of American history that they 
deserve study. 

Undoubtedly this is one of the most interesting and valuable reprints 
made in many years, and the introduction by Mr. Thwaites, whose 
eminence as an authority on all matters connected with the history of 
the West is so well known, is a fitting prelude to the friar's narratives 
of exploration and adventure. The editor has also added many val- 
uable notes, and Mr. Paltsits contributes a new bibliography of Hen- 
nepin. The title-pages of the original edition and the illustrations and 
maps are given in facsimile. The work is an exact reprint of the Lon- 
don edition of 1698, and has been printed on extra quality soft-laid 
paper from large, clear type, admirably adapted to its character. In 
addition to the library edition, a limited numbered special large paper 
edition has been made. 



